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Name: Daniel Alarcón  
City/State: San Francisco, CA 
Professional affiliation: Executive Producer, Radio Ambulante 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW.   

 
I loved my time at Third Coast, and came away with something rare at conferences: 
inspiration. As a radio newbie, the takeaway for me was a sense of possibility, a 
conviction that so much can be done, that there are so many exciting ways to tell 
stories. I met very experienced folks – producers who’ve been at this for decades – 
who are still absolutely brimming with ideas. This might be the most exciting part 
of it. Creatively, I feel like Third Coast really opened my ears. And this too is 
important: I’d heard that radio folk were the most welcoming and encouraging of 
the professional creative tribes, and this, too, was confirmed at Third Coast – both 
among the general population of conference attendees, and specifically among the 
New Voices. Being part of this smaller group really brought something special to 
the festivities. I particularly enjoyed being at the AIR table (believe it or not!) 
because it gave me a chance to meet people I might not otherwise had a chance to 
meet.  

 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain individuals that stand 
out in your mind? Things you heard?   
 

I loved Robert Smith’s presentation about producing on deadline, Glynn 
Washington’s talk about Snap, and, of course, the pitch session. This last one was 
eye-opening, in part because my experience comes from the world of print, and 
I’ve never really had to do radio pitch before. It was particularly interesting to see 
how pitching for radio is different from the sorts of journalism I’ve done before, and 
I liked see how ideas shifted as they were presented before an audience. NO 
surprise: Julie Snyder from This American Life was really impressive. She 
consistently had insight into the pieces, narrative possibilities that the pitching 
producer hadn’t recognized. (I guess that’s why TAL is so damn good.) The two 



 
AIR New Voices 2012 Reports 

2 

keynote speakers—Ira and Jad—were extraordinary. Generous, funny, brilliant, 
entertaining, and each offered an implicit challenge for any artist/writer/producer: 
excellence is ever easy, but it must be the goal. 

 
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
 

I did, and certainly will follow up on a bunch of these. As representative of a new 
project, Radio Ambulante, I was really impressed by how excited and genuinely 
supportive folks were. It’s a small community, and it seems incredible to me how many 
established producers and radio celebrities offered real and authentic support, advice, 
and encouragement. I met with Roman Mars and Sam Greenspan of 99% Invisible, 
with Glynn Washington and Stephanie Foo of Snap Judgment, and Nikki and Davia of 
the Kitchen Sisters, as well as dozens of other great people over the course of the 
weekend. One meeting I’m really excited about is working with a producer from 
Argentina, now living in Germany, named Marcio Doctor. We’d met over the summer 
at the CDS program at Duke, but at TCF, Marcio and I were able to talk very concretely 
about how to collaborate in the future. He’s a composer, and we’re talking about him 
scoring one of the future episodes of Radio Ambulante. Very very exciting! 

 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  
 

The speed meet-up was a little overwhelming – though, of course, I do see the logic 
behind it. A few minutes into it, I was spent, and this had to do, at least in part, with 
the acoustics of the room we were in. I almost lost my voice from having to shout so 
much. I especially appreciated the dinner that opening night, and the chance to meet 
and talk with my colleagues in a calmer setting, and of course the meetup on Sunday 
morning. The program is really a balancing act: creating a community within a 
community, without having so many New Voices-specific events that we’re kept 
isolated from the event, unable to attend sessions, etc. I appreciate how challenging 
that is. 
 
  

DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?  Do you have a renewed sense of 
commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn make you feel 
discouraged about the future?  
 

One of the discussions that came up on the AIR list, but not at Third Coast, is the issue 
of money. I do think the conference could benefit from a very frank discussion about 
how to think creatively about monetizing one’s work. This is especially useful for those 
starting out. It might be good to take it a step further, and have a pitch session where 
the pitch is a project, not a story, and the panel is made up of arts funders, not editors. I 
did feel as I came away from the festival all the goose bumps and excitement and 
lovely things you could hope to feel after communing with wonderful, creative people. 
But I got back home, and faced the reality again: how little money we have in the 
bank, questions about how long I, as the leader of a project, can continue to ask for 
sacrifice from my team, how realistic it is to tell them that we’re going to get funded, 
that this is all worth it, etc. We all get into storytelling for different reasons, and none of 



 
AIR New Voices 2012 Reports 

3 

those really have to do with fame or fortune, but still, I think it would be useful to 
incorporate some of those discussions into the framework of the festival.  
 
But the primary feeling I had at the end of the weekend was one of gratitude and 
possibility. It isn’t going to be easy, but I’m more committed than ever to getting this 
project off the ground, to telling great stories that reach my community.  
 
So, thank you, AIR! 
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Name: Aurora Almendral 
City/State: New York, NY 
Professional affiliation: Feet in Two Worlds / Independent 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW.  Be as specific as you can, and give us the good and the bad. 

 
I have nothing bad to say about Third Coast and the New Voices program. The big picture 
is that it really changed how I see public radio and I’m more dedicated now to telling 
stories for radio. I also managed to have a really fun time and learn a lot of useful tricks 
and techniques that I’m planning to use right away. This might sound a little bit over the 
top, but I really couldn’t be more grateful for this opportunity from AIR and CPB.  
 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain individuals that stand 
out in your mind? Things you heard?   
 
I learned a lot and really enjoyed the presentations of Kelly McEvers and Robert Smith, and 
AIR’s pitching panel (particularly the input from John Haas at Marketplace). I was blown 
away by Kelly McEvers’ resourcefulness and creativity in telling stories from Syria (or from 
slightly outside it, which sounds plenty challenging on its own). It seemed like serious skills 
you learned on the job and out of necessity, but you could only get there by being willing 
to approach news in a creative way.  
 
Robert Smith was a great storyteller with genuinely useful skills to teach — basically 
exactly what you want in a presenter. He played great audio (once the electricity came 
back on!) that really illustrated the limits of daily news reporting and how reporters get past 
them and into much more interesting presentations of what could otherwise be pretty 
boring news. (Billing codes and winter puddles! Who knew how exciting they were.) 
 
It was great to hear editors really engaging with the pitches during the pitching panel. Lots 
of concrete information that I hope will lead to assignments.  
 
Aside from hearing their amazing insights, I felt like my idea of what radio “is” broadened 
a lot. There’s news and there’s storytelling. I heard how those things could be taken to their 
extremes, and how they could meld together, which was fascinating. I got a sense of 
radio’s potential and how to play the different strengths of a story to the different strengths 
of radio. This definitely helps me think more creatively and broadly about how a wider 
variety of stories could be told in radio.  
 



 
AIR New Voices 2012 Reports 

5 

DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
 
I met people who were more or less at my level who would be great to collaborate with. I 
didn’t come away with any assignments or projects in the works, but now that I have a 
sense of what people are doing and what they’re into, hopefully we’ll have a chance to 
cross paths professionally again.  
 
I also met and spent time with my editor for one of the pieces that I’m working on. This 
seems like a connection that was already made, but before I met her in person at Third 
Coast, I could have been just another faceless freelancer needing editing. Hopefully after 
meeting her face to face at Third Coast, it’ll be more natural to develop a longer working 
relationship with her. 
 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  

 
I had a really inspiring, productive time at Third Coast. I usually like to give constructive 
feedback, but I didn’t feel like anything needed to be done differently. 
  
The only issue I has was logistical, and probably unavoidable. The hotel (I stayed at the 
Hampton Inn overflow hotel) was too far to make it convenient. I felt like I was either 
exhausted because I couldn’t catch a nap during some downtime, or I was passing on 
events because it was difficult to get to (or I was too tired).  
 
I thought the New Voice program was structured really well. The dinner in the beginning 
made a difference — it was nice to have a chance to get to know other New Voices and 
touch base with them throughout the conference. It definitely made the conference more 
pleasantly social. I really enjoyed the Sunday meeting. Having a moment to reflect on what 
we’d learned with other smart, engaged people was valuable. My only complaint is that it 
could have been another half-hour longer.  
 
My only advice to future New Voices is: don’t miss any of the events. 
 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?  Do you have a renewed sense of 
commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn make you feel 
discouraged about the future?  
 
Absolutely. I was just introduced to radio recently, and had a limited idea of what it could 
do. At Third Coast, my understanding of what could be a radio story broadened, and now I 
can see how some of the story ideas I’ve been mulling over in my mind can become radio 
pieces. Being exposed to new shows and the different approaches they have to radio was 
also helpful. I was really, really encouraged by the people I met and the things I learned. I 
can see how radio will fit into my long-term career (and some part of me even wants to do 
only radio now). 
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Name: Nick Andersen 
City/State: Detroit, MI 
Professional affiliation: News-Production Intern, WDET-FM 101.9 
 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW.   
This conference was truly an incredible experience for me. It seems corny to say that I left 
Evanston inspired and full of energy, but that’s honestly how I felt. I hate transition of any 
kind, and these immediate post-undergraduate months have been nothing but the worst 
kind of transition for me. I was expecting to meet some exciting public radio storytellers at 
Third Coast. I wasn’t expecting to find myself among a group of storytellers and creative 
thinkers with whom I could identify so strongly. There were so many moments where I 
thought, ‘These are my people. I’m home.’ More than anything, that feeling has come to 
define my Third Coast experience, and hopefully the rest of my burgeoning professional 
career.   
 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME?  
I think the thing that I’ll remember the most from this weekend is that moment after the 
final post-awards show meet up at Union Pizza, when I had to say goodbye to my new 
friend Sylvain Giré of France’s RadioARTE. After we performed the requisite French ‘bise,’ 
or cheek-kiss, he grabbed my shoulders and informed me that I had to succeed. ‘In 20 
years, you’ll be everyone’s boss,” he said. “So you have to promise to give us all a job!” 
He told everyone nearby to keep an eye out for me, and then wandered off into the cold 
evening. It wasn’t exactly a ‘lesson learned,’ but the impression, and the promise, of that 
memorable goodbye will stick with me as I navigate forward. I learned a great deal about 
story production and the craft of an audio piece this weekend. But what will remain in my 
memories of the festival will definitely be that sense of warm, wonderful community that 
seems so innate to public radio and public media. That is something I can not and will not 
forget. 
 
 
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
I was fortunate enough to meet a good deal of people who work in place-based audio 
narratives, and I intend to use those connections as a means to propose and pursue a 
place-based audio tour of my own hometown in suburban Detroit. I also know that I will 
use my connection with a producers of a history-based radio production in Charlottesville, 
VA as in the future as both a place to find inspiration for my own history-based audio 
stories and also as a place to pitch those same stories for an expanded audience. Of 
course, I can’t overstate the connections — both personal and professional — that 
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stemmed out of the New Voices program. The people I met and came to know through our 
remarkable weekend and Sunday meeting will most definitely remain in my professional 
network. Though we all come from a wide range of backgrounds, experiences and 
communities, our collective attention to audience engagement and community 
connections inspired and moved me. Our voices and journeys tell the story of a new kind 
of public media, and I can’t and won’t let that exciting connection die. 
 
 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  
AIR’s guidance and attention to detail made me feel more than aptly prepared for the 
conference. Additionally, I was so pleased to find that my relatively novice status at the 
conference was more a subject for intrigue and encouragement rather than scorn or 
disdain. Sure, I had a ‘New Voices’ ribbon on my badge. But that didn’t prevent me from 
having a phenomenal weekend, where my ideas and thoughts were just as valued as the 
most seasoned reporter or producer there. Also, having Luis as a ‘captain’ was incredibly 
helpful and I fully endorse the practice for future New Voices programs at Third Coast. 
 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?   
I came to Third Coast wanting to reaffirm my decision to move to public radio, my choice 
to abandon my life in print and fully embrace the tiny inklings of audio storytelling. I left 
Third Coast knowing that there really isn’t any other place for me. Now, I know what I 
want to do and how I want to do it. I still don’t know quite how to get there, but I’m eager 
and excited to move forward. I know that I want to conduct oral history interviews in my 
hometown and create a database of what used to be where on our quaint, revived Main 
Street. I know I want to tell more stories and find more characters and explain and 
experience and explore my world with ears open and eyes focused. And I know I want to 
create community and conversation like the kinds I had this weekend. A fellow New Voice 
Scholar asked me if “I always had deep, in-depth conversations like this” all the time. It’s 
true, the kind of probing, personal and rich conversations that I had this weekend aren’t 
common. But I wish that they were. And after Third Coast, I know that I hope to use my 
work and my life to make those kinds of thoughtful, inspiring conversations a regular 
occurrence in all of our lives.  
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Name: Barb Anguiano  
City/State: Bloomington, IN 
Professional affiliation: Indiana University; American Student Radio 
 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW.  Be as specific as you can, and give us the good and the bad. 

 
I cannot wait until the next Third Coast Conference! I’ve never seen such a 
welcoming crowd. I honestly felt like I belonged and like I’d known all the people 
that I met there, for years. As a college senior, it was a great experience for me. The 
Third Coast Conference and all the people that were a part of it in any way, have 
inspired me, and given me the confidence to continue pursuing radio journalism. I 
enjoyed the set up of the Conference, and enjoyed the time that we had to network 
and get to know each other. My favorite session were the ones about pitching, 
since it still scares me to even think about it, but it explained pitching to me in a 
way that I hadn’t had pitching explained to me before, and I really appreciated that 
people were willing to pitch publically so that we could see what it took and what 
certain shows were interested in. I loved hearing Ira Glass talk about what a great 
time it is to be in radio. I have pretty much held my breath as to what I’m exactly 
going to do after I graduate, but now I’m sure that it’s going to be something in 
radio. Since Third Coast, I’ve talked about nothing but radio and all the great 
people I met, and the cool things I learned about software, about editing, even 
about life in general. I am extremely thankful for having had this opportunity. The 
only disappointment I had was that the Conference only lasted through the 
weekend. This is definitely something that I plan on promoting to other students 
and something that I plan to keep going to.  

 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain individuals that stand 
out in your mind? Things you heard?   

 
The biggest impression I got was that the radio community works as a team. I never 
felt like there was any real competition between people, even when pitching. I felt 
that they worked toward the same goal and gladly help someone else, even if 
they’re trying to achieve the same goal. Overall I got the impression that the people 
who were at Third Coast were there because they really believe in what they do. 
Radio doesn’t seem to be something that you could do routinely. The impression I 
got was that it takes a lot of passion, dedication, and persistence to get where you 
want to be in radio. 
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DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  

 
YES! I definitely met people who I am in contact with. There were people that I 
followed on twitter, and even a friend or two on Facebook. I feel a lot more 
confident in using the AIR message board and it’s become a daily routine for me to 
check it daily and see whom I might be able to help. As far as professional 
collaborations, I’m currently hoping to intern for Tina Antonili from State of the 
Re:Union. This is a huge deal for me, and I’m glad that I was able to meet her and 
have a brief chat with her during Third Coast. I was also very happy to get to know 
Luis, who I really felt I could relate to. He was a wonderful captain and I’m sure I’ll 
be emailing him in the next few months as graduation creeps nearer.  

 
 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  

 
I wish I could have spent a little more time with the other New Voices. I feel like 
we really got to know each other during the meeting on Sunday morning, and we 
were just so pressed for time. I would have enjoyed talking more with the group in 
an environment like that. Otherwise, I think there were plenty of opportunities to 
learn so many things and I tried to take advantage of all of them, but it was almost 
impossible because of the number of opportunities! I have never seen anything like 
Third Coast that actually runs how it’s supposed to, and that most importantly, 
people don’t question. It was all just so perfect; I wish it were a weeklong. 

 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?  Do you have a renewed sense of 
commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn make you feel 
discouraged about the future?  

 
I am fully committed. I renewed my vows to radio during Third Coast. I can’t see 
myself doing anything else with my life. I don’t want to do anything else with my 
life, I just want to record and edit, record and edit. I feel so confident about the 
direction that my life is going in and I am thankful that Third Coast helped me gain 
even more confidence. Third Coast even helped my parents cope with me studying 
radio journalism. The fact that I attended a weekend long conference about 
something that I’m passionate about, with people who are so committed to the art 
and making careers out of what they love to do, really made my parents proud. I 
don’t think they quite understood what exactly I was doing in Evanston for a whole 
weekend, but they understand that I’ve been on this “radio kick” for a while now 
and are happy that I’m committing to it fully and making it my life. 
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Name: Désirée Bayonet 
City/State: Bethesda, MD  
Professional affiliation: Independent 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW.  Be as specific as you can, and give us the good and the bad. 
 

I arrived at Third Coast thankful for the New Voice listserv. The introductions by 
the other New Voice scholars gave me a glimpse of their experiences and 
ambitions. It made me realize I was among an impressive group and I felt proud. I 
took solace in the fact that I would have a pre-determined group to socialize and 
share ideas. I would not be the wallflower quietly slipping through the halls as I am 
at most of the conferences I’ve been to.  
 
I walked into AIR’s speed meet late. I had missed the directions to the activity and 
looked frantically around me to catch up. Write something you need on the top 
half of the page and something you can offer on the bottom. “Confidence” was the 
first word that popped into my head. I needed confidence to finally finish an audio 
story, confidence to “sell” my learning platform to fellow audio educators, and 
confidence to overcome my insecurities and actually talk to people. One after 
another someone would come and ask, but why confidence? I told my story again 
and again and each person would offer their own story of getting started or suggest 
someone I should meet in the room. The more I talked about my insecurities, the 
less intimidating they seemed. And after awhile I forgot about them all together. By 
the time the event was over, I was exhausted but at the same time filled with an 
invigorating energy that didn’t subside until I left Evanston.  
 
After that initial session, things got a lot easier. I approached fellow conference 
attendees on my own. I asked for advice and again everyone was willing to give an 
open ear and advice. I quickly bonded with other young Third Coasters – a woman 
who lived in my hometown who was also interested in building a global youth 
community through radio, youth producers that worked exclusively on gay and 
transgender issues, and of course other New Voice scholars. 
 
All the sessions I went to were awesome and super informative. My only complaint 
is that I couldn’t have gone to more.  I was able to contribute to the breakout 
sessions and even defend my ideas in our small group discussions. I was exposed 
to tons of great shows and specific stories.  
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My favorite session of the conference was the New Voices meeting. As Jorge 
mentioned this session was less about what we could do for ourselves when 
building our craft, but what we could do for our communities. By the end I really 
felt connected to these people and I made a promise to keep in touch.  

 
I felt like I got so much out of Third Coast - namely access to a group of innovative 
and passionate people. Oh man! Makes me want to start up all sorts of audio 
projects in my community! I feel like every conversation I had over the weekend 
was an intense brainstorming session on how we can improve radio. It was 
fantastic because I usually have these conversations with myself.  
 

 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain individuals that stand 
out in your mind? Things you heard?   

 
By the end of Third Coast I realized I could actually be a radio producer. I had 
never really thought that as a possibility. I just figured this was a creative outlet for 
me, but I should stick to my role as an educator. Then I realized those two 
aspirations go hand and hand. In order transfer the excitement of audio storytelling 
to my students, I needed to know how that felt.  
 
I had the pleasure of talking to Silvain Gire from Arte Radio about my “crisis of 
confidence.” He assured me that I just needed to finish something, anything. And 
Jad Abumrad said it plain and clear – “Don’t ever wonder if you’re good. Just make 
stuff.” Obviously this overthinking on my part was holding me back. I just need to 
get out there and start making pieces.  

 
 
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
 

I've been wanting to start a podcast highlighting DC area issues for sometime. These 
pieces are meant to represent the perspective of a young person in the city. They would 
also highlight what other young people are doing since I'm all about getting young 
people engaged in public radio and really just being aware  of the issues in their 
community. 
 
I've started a couple pieces for this so-called podcast but have not finished any. What I 
realized is that I could really use a community of audio producers in the city to provide 
support and set up some system of accountability. I went into Third Coast hoping to 
find and tap into this resource. But I also came out of the weekend with a bigger idea! 
Why not gather a bunch of audio producers from the DC area and create a 
collaborative podcast to which we all contribute?  
 
Since Third Coast I’ve been in contact with other young conference go-ers who live in 
the DC area. I’m now having conversations with those interested in this project.  
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DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  

 
I really wish I had gotten the chance to know all of the New Voice scholars better. I 
would definitely recommend that that initial mixer NOT occur at the same time as 
other conference events. The same would go for the New Voice meeting on Sunday. 
However grateful I was to participate in that session, I was disappointed I had to miss 
the breakout sessions at the same time. I know I would have been happy to go to New 
Voice events in the free time that we had – and I usually am someone that enjoys my 
alone time. The thing is, I wanted to take full advantage of everything Third Coast had 
to offer, even if it meant getting little sleep those 2 days. The excitement I just had 
being there was enough to carry me through.  

 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?  Do you have a renewed sense of 
commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn make you feel 
discouraged about the future?  
 

I am now determined to work in the radio industry in some capacity. I have never felt 
so much at ease then I did with this group of people. At the very last session I was 
overcome with emotion because I realized this was it – this was the professional 
community I have been searching for.  
 
I am hoping this “ah-ha!” moment will serve as inspiration for a very long time. Not 
only in getting my various projects off the ground, but as a reminder that yes, I can 
actually do what I love.  
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Name: Basim Blunt 
City/State: Yellow Springs, OH 
Professional affiliation: WYSO 91.3 FM 
 
 

GENERAL OVERVIEW.   
Our New Voices Captain, Luis Perez and conference organizer Erin Mishkin used the 
email list serv to its keep us all connected and informed. So by the weekend of Third 
Coast, meeting Luis and Erin felt like running into an old friend. Susan, Alice and 
Nolan, who were inspirational in their presentations and responsible for our New 
Voices scholarships were all like “Oh yes, you’re Basim, I heard about you, I’ve been 
looking forward to meeting you.” How cool is that.  This year I poured my heart and 
soul into a short radio doc about funk music. I enjoyed sharing this piece with others 
and hearing many producers’ stories as well. I met so many, who like me were 
obsessed over sounds and scenes. I was enthralled listening to Ira Glass reveling that 
distribution and fund raising for our audio stories was no longer in the hands of the 
behemoth but in how we use web 3.0 and mobile devices. Everyone I met from AIR, 
encouraged me to move forward. I listened and was listened to by indie producers who 
believed in this thing called audio storytelling. 
    

 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT 
YOU FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME?  
The conference started upon arrival at the speed meet. When I found myself in a room 
full of maybe 200 attendees, and fortuitously met a friend of a colleague who was told 
to look out for me. The breaks out sessions were consistent. 90 minutes in the presence 
of brilliant producers, at the top of his/her craft, playing tape and describing their 
process. Intense Q&A’s followed most sessions. I cannot overstate the influence and 
techniques I took away from these sessions. How awesome for the conference planners 
to duplicate sessions for both Saturday and Sunday, so attendees didn’t have to choose 
or miss a session. I attended the Gather Round sessions for Localore, Zeega and 
Hindenberg.  Each presenter was a specialist in his or her field and was willing to stay 
after to speak to us individually.  

  
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL 
POTENTIAL TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
By far the best moments of the conference for me were my opportunity to do a one-on-
one pitch session with Jacob Conrad from KCRW. This was offered through AIR and it 
was yet another valuable experience that I took from the conference. The New Voices 
Gather Round allowed all the NVS to meet each other for open dialogue. There were 
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so many bright, young and diverse producers in the room, I left the session totally 
empowered to get back into my local community and try new things with the new 
perspectives. And I’m really looking forward to collaborating with NVS Nicole 
Campbell at WUNC. We shared ideas about getting mics into the hands of youth from 
our communities. 

 
 

DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  
I wished SoundCloud had a Sunday Gather Round Session. And the shuttle from Skokie 
was always booked full so many attendees without cars had to use cab service. The 
New Voice Scholars were a great representation of the diversity within our industry. 
Asian, Black, White and Latino and the LBGT communities were well represented. I 
think even more so represented than in the larger conference overall. I will seek to do 
more outreach to support diversity for the next conference.  

 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?   
At the awards ceremony, we listened to the best stories from this year’s crop of entries. 
The evening was all the more captivating by having Olympic Gold Medallist, Clarissa 
Shields in attendance and showing the entire audience how to throw a world-class jab. 
The Third Coast not only inspired me but also made me think about audio storytelling 
from so many angles. My colleagues decided after leaving the awards, that we were 
going to work diligently, to submit an entry worthy of consideration for the next Third 
Coast ceremony. 

 
Well since returning from the festival last week. For me, everything has changed. As a 
New Voice Scholar, I want to encourage everyone that reads my essay to join AIR. 
Learn about who lives in your community, who rides the bus with you, lives by you, 
loves you, hates you, what don’t you understand. And go get that story. The Third 
Coast Conference has refreshed our voice. Our uniqueness has value. There is 
appreciation for the diversity that will flourish as larger audiences hear our stories. If I 
ever doubted what I could do to make a noise in public radio, I will now go on and 
produce fearlessly, thanks to this opportunity.  
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Name: Nicole Misha Campbell 
City/State: Carrboro, NC 
Professional affiliation: North Carolina Public Radio - WUNC 
 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW.  Be as specific as you can, and give us the good and the bad. 

First I should say that I’m so very grateful to have been part of this experience, and 
to be a recipient of the scholarship. I wish all of the students I work with could attend! 
And without the New Voice scholarship, this would not have been a possibility for me. 
Thank you so much! 

I really enjoyed Third Coast and left with relationships and insight that I truly hope 
to maintain. I really enjoyed the “mingling” sessions. Most people were very 
approachable, and the space was a generally comfortable one. The first session I went 
to was the Audio educators workshop. It was exciting to know there was a room full of 
us across the country, because I forget! Other highlights was the State of the Reunion 
talk, Jad’s talk, and Beiwen’s talk. The New Voice group was so inspiring, so I tended 
to stick with them to soak up their knowledge.  

One thing that really stood out to me that I would love for the festival to improve 
on is an increase in diversity. The intergenerational group was remarkable, but I didn’t 
see very many Black or Brown folks there, which felt kind of discouraging.  Sometimes 
I felt a bit out of place in this regard, when fellow New Voice Scholars weren’t present. 
Many times I would hear Black and Brown folks in pieces, but it was a rarity to see 
them in person at Third coast; which is something that should be interrogated. The 
world of audio production does tend to be way more homogenous than I’d like, so in 
many ways this is a critique for the production world; but race, ability, gender, 
sexuality, nationality, is all a part of the storytelling and production process, so it would 
be powerful and significant to see all of this represented at Third Coast. Also, this 
doesn’t stop at just having these faces there, but interrogating identity and experience 
in discussion would be fitting and necessary. 

 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain individuals that stand 
out in your mind? Things you heard?   

My favorite session by far was the discussion Luis (Luis is wonderful!) facilitated 
with all of the New Voices. To have a roundtable discussion about what inspired us to 
be a part of the work we’re doing was powerful, especially because the faces around 
the table are not those you often see involved in audio art and/or radio. To have a 
sense of community and solidarity with people who have historically been silenced 
and use similar forms of media to combat it, was beyond powerful. I wish we could 
have shared this with the rest of the festival.  
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I really enjoyed the talk Parachuting In, which was led by the crew of State of the 
Reunion. Al Letson was one of the people I was most excited to meet at Third Coast. I 
have really pushed for radio to be a part of the way I do community organizing. 
Hearing their thoughts on community collaboration and portrayal really hit home for 
me. Carrying the complex burden and privilege of the microphone//recorder is 
something I ponder all of the time; and hearing their approach, successes and 
downfalls, were really helpful. Their insight really humanized the production process 
for me.  

 
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  

I was really inspired by many of the New Voice Scholars, and have already been 
keeping in contact with several of them. I definitely foresee artistic collaborations in the 
future. It is difficult to tell if this will be a “professional” collaboration, but it would be 
great to support each other all over the state and globe. I’m very excited to speak with 
John Biewen (who lives miraculously close to me) about potential involvement with the 
Center for Documentary Studies. Al Letson of State of the Reunion also proposed 
brainstorming different methods of disseminating audio to audiences who don’t listen 
to public radio. I am definitely going to follow up on these possibilities for 
collaboration 

 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  

I am interested in the way AIR and Third Coast promote themselves. I think outreach is 
so key, and in order to see the most diverse, talented, multi-faceted bunch, it takes creative 
forms of outreach. Perhaps promoting AIR at HBCUs, or in lesser-known youth radio and 
media programs. I am very lucky to have found out about it, but that only happened 
because I had, at the time, very vague connections with our local public radio station. Had 
this festival been a month earlier, I would’ve been participating in the exact same radio 
and audio organizations, but never would have heard of it. I think branching out of more 
traditional audio communities is key.  

I would also love to see a workshop on “Why we do what we do” and how that relates 
to identity, history, and experience.  Many of the New Voices I spoke with became 
interested in audio and/or documentary work, as part of a need for survival. Audio and 
radio usually do not require extra means to tap into. Radio is fairly accessible to many 
communities. With that understanding, I am interested in radio because of it’s history and 
potential to connect people with similar stories together; as well as the knowledge that 
listening and sharing is imperative to community building. I think exchanging 
understandings of what fuels our work helpfully ignites a discussion on ethics, privilege, 
oppression and how they operate within this medium.  

In terms of the scholarship (WHICH IS AM OH SO APPRECIATIVE FOR, I WOULD 
HAVE LITERALLY NEVER BEEN ABLE TO ATTEND HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE NEW 
VOICES SCHOLARSHIP), I know it can be difficult to keep everyone accountable, but I 
would like to see folks fronted the scholarship, or travel and boarding be given to us 
directly. The process of reimbursement really narrows the pool of folks who are eligible. 
Having the ability to front the costs is a huge privilege.  Changing when New Voices 
receive scholarships would help the program fulfill a goal of accessibility.  
  
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?  Do you have a renewed sense of 
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commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn make you feel 
discouraged about the future?  
 
I do feel as though Third Coast has made an impact on the direction of my work. The work 
I’m a part of has focused on facilitating spaces that help youth own their own stories, and 
see clearly their capacity as artists. It is, however, very difficult for me to own that capacity 
for myself. And if I can’t for myself, I probably won’t be as good as I could be for the 
younger people I work with. Third Coast reminded me of the importance of a network of 
support and community in order to give you inspiration and initiative to do the work 
you’re meant to do. When I started working with audio, I almost immediately jumped into 
the position as educator. Since Third Coast, I’m realizing how important it is for me to 
continue finding my own voice in this realm. Because I am young, smart, and have 
something to say. I can’t say that I felt any type of discouragement from the festival. At first, 
it was definitely disheartening to see what felt like a very homogenous crowd involved in 
this art form. However, instead of remaining discouraged, I feel moved to continue to 
create and collaborate in spaces where people embody all types of identities that are 
frequently marginalized.  
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Name: Jed Kim 
City/State: Los Angeles, CA 
Professional affiliation: Freelance reporter/producer, 89.3 KPCC 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW.  Be as specific as you can, and give us the good and the bad. 

 
Third Coast was a joy to attend. It was reinvigorating to be surrounded by people who 
were even more excited about radio than I am. I’ve traveled to a few journalism 
conferences this year and was struck by how well Third Coast was organized. It 
shouldn’t have been surprising that audiophiles would think to have dedicated sound 
mixers at each session, but so few other conferences take that step, and it made a big 
difference. Also, I was grateful that the sessions were repeated, because there were so 
many I wanted to attend. As it is, I’ll be listening to ones I missed online.  
 
I enjoyed the chances I had to interact with the other New Voices Scholars. The initial 
happy hour allowed me to meet and make relationships with other radio producers like 
myself – relationships that we maintained throughout the rest of the festival. Not much 
was required of us, which was a bit of a mixed blessing. On the one hand, I’m glad 
there weren’t a lot of requirements/responsibilities which kept me from attending talks I 
really wanted to go to. On the other, I feel a little guilty about accepting a grant to 
attend, when so little was expected of me in return. Had I been asked to blog my 
experiences or do some other kind of reporting from the festival, I might have felt a 
little more deserving of those instances when we were asked to stand and receive 
applause.  

 
 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain individuals that stand 
out in your mind? Things you heard?   

 
I was impressed with the public radio celebrities that the festival got to speak (i.e. Ira 
Glass, Jad Abumrad), but I think I most appreciated the talks given by others. The 
session I most enjoyed was “The Story as Walkabout.” I’d had a similar idea awhile 
back but was unable to figure out how to do it. I was excited to learn about all the 
different tools available to people who want to make location-based sound pieces.  
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It’s odd that I could feel simultaneously revival-meeting excited yet also junior-high-
guidance-counselor depressed about radio. Perhaps it’s just that my emotions were 
skyrocketing and plummeting so quickly that it only seemed both feelings were 
happening at the same time. I kept getting mixed messages about my hopes for a 
successful radio career. I’d hear the amazing, groundbreaking audio clips that young 
producers were creating, and the ideas that they inspired made me want to jump out of 
my seat and go out and record; and then in the next sentence they’d talk about how 
hard it is to get funding for their projects.  
 
I think the biggest lesson I’ve taken away from the conference was Jad Abumrad’s 
exhortation to challenge ourselves every fourth or fifth story. The idea is that only by 
trying new things and pushing ourselves (practically to the point of despair) will we 
improve and find our voices. I’ve asked my producer/editor to help me with this and to 
bear with me as I try new things out.  

 
 
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
 

I’ve been trading emails with and Facebook-stalking new friends ever since I returned 
from Third Coast. I now have direct connections with several shows to which I will 
pitch my ideas. There simply isn’t enough room to detail all the great people I met, so 
I’m going to focus on two experiences specifically.  
 
The most valuable professional experience I had at Third Coast was signing up for a 
one-on-one pitch session with Jacob Conrad of “Unfictional” at KCRW. While doing 
my table duty for AIR, I saw that he had an open slot the following day, and Erin 
Mishkin of AIR bullied me into taking it. I didn’t have an idea to pitch and told him as 
much when we met. (He seemed a little relieved.)  Instead, I took the opportunity to 
ask him for advice specific to freelancing. We spent the next 30, 45 minutes talking 
about our experiences and the things that excite us about radio. I shared my frustrations 
about the isolation that goes with freelancing and how I’ve felt my work hasn’t 
improved because of it. He told me to listen to three specific NPR reporters and 
enumerated the values of each of their writing styles.  
 
It was a conversation I felt I’ve been missing out on for the past few years, and I’m 
eager to keep it going. We traded contact information with the promise of meeting up 
for a drink in Los Angeles. I’m going to ask whether he or someone he knows and trusts 
would be willing to be a mentor for me.  
 
And now for my most valuable unprofessional experience of the conference…  
 
I’d had my fair share of whiskey at the PRX dance party and accosted Preben Friis, the 
CTO and programmer for Hindenburg Systems. I and someone I only tangentially knew 
then proceeded to conceive of and pitch him an idea for a contest/project that 
Hindenburg “just had to do.” It was the genius of drunkards. Preben listened, asked 
some questions and then told us to hold on. He grabbed his colleague and had us 
repeat our idea.  
 



 
AIR New Voices 2012 Reports 

20 

It remains to be seen whether our brilliant international guerilla reporting/documentary 
contest will see the light of sober day. My only point is that open bars are magical. 
More of that, please. 

 
 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  

 
I realize the point of a festival is to celebrate the work that’s been done in the past year. 
However, I wish there had been more discussion about the realities of getting that work 
done. Many of the people I met were independents like myself. For us, it’s not enough 
to get really excited about new methods of storytelling. We also have to know that we 
will be supported when we try to tell these stories (e.g. financially, legally, etc). I would 
have liked more information on the nuts and bolts of surviving as an independent radio 
producer. No job fairs though – that would be awful.  
 
The New Voices program was a great opportunity for me to attend the festival – and I 
appreciated its focus on helping minority journalists – but I do feel that it could be 
improved in one area. On the last day we met and talked about how to tell the stories 
of underrepresented communities. It was an important discussion, but I feel that we are 
not the bottleneck that holds up these stories. If public radio is serious about improving 
its diversity coverage, then news directors and managing editors should be part of the 
discussion. After all by definition we were New Voices, relatively nascent in our 
careers and thus pretty powerless to change things.  
 
I’d suggest that in the future, the final discussion include established minority 
journalists who could share their wisdom. Also, it would be helpful to be able to meet 
with news directors or senior producers to learn about potential avenues for reporting 
on diverse communities.  
 

 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?  Do you have a renewed sense of 
commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn make you feel 
discouraged about the future?  

 
The festival reminded me of why I got into radio in the first place – I wanted to be an 
innovator in audio storytelling. For the past few years, I’ve been trying to establish 
myself as a freelance reporter. I’ve been so focused on always finding stories, and I’ve 
played it safe with my reporting and writing. I’ve fallen into a rut, and all my pieces 
have been sounding like typical NPR-style radio pieces. After hearing so many 
incredibly creative pieces at the festival, I’m excited again to take chances with my 
work. 
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Name: Jasmin Mara Lopez 
City/State: Los Angeles, CA 
Professional affiliation: Independent 
 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW.  Be as specific as you can, and give us the good and the bad. 

 
WE ARE A COMMUNITY 
Third Coast was exhausting. I am an individual that tends to observe more than I 
interject. It is how I learn, and how I am able to tell a story. However, there are times 
where I have to force myself into uncomfortable or unfamiliar situations in order to 
grow beyond the observing/learning phase, and get things done. The uncomfortable 
and unfamiliar describe my introduction to the Third Coast Conference. 
 
Part of my commitment to the New Voice Scholarship program was to attend 
mandatory events throughout the conference. The first was the speed meet, and I was 
not thrilled. In fact, I was quite annoyed for having been forced into this situation, 
especially after a 6am flight from Los Angeles. The speed meet was basically speed 
dating…on steroids…for radio producers.  
 
I walked into a room full of people that were ready to share their brief story with me, 
and ready to get to know mine. At first, I was nervous and uncomfortable. However, as 
I started to hear what others had to say about themselves and their work, I began to feel 
connected and a part of something wonderful. The feedback I received on my own 
work was so positive and supportive that I couldn’t help but feel that the work I was 
doing mattered. That I had people interested in supporting me, just as I wanted to 
support them. This was a trend throughout my time at Third Coast. I continued to meet 
one amazing person after another. Some shared a passion for the work I was interested 
in; others were just interested in lending a curious ear or offering feedback. 
Nonetheless, I knew I found a community. 
 
Third Coast was wonderful.  

 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain individuals that stand 
out in your mind? Things you heard?  
 

CREATE ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEDIA 
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As a New Voice Scholar, I had the opportunity to take time out of the busy conference 
schedule to participate in a discussion about creating access to public media for the 
communities we work with or live in. This discussion is what stands out the most for 
me while at Third Coast – both for its importance and for the honest opinions of those 
who participated. While the conference sessions were informative and often inspiring, I 
feel that I benefit and grow more when I am able to actually connect with individuals 
and understand their work, ideas, and struggles. It was very interesting to hear what 
each of my colleagues had to say about their peers and/or the communities they work 
with. Because I am particularly interested in working with communities directly and 
finding ways that allow them to tell their own stories - allowing them to play a role in 
storytelling instead of the having it told for them - I was especially inspired by one 
question presented by my colleague, Hyatt Michaels: “How do we get the stories/work 
to the communities they are for or about?”   
 
I walked away with this very important question in my mind. We work so hard to tell a 
story and get it to a wider audience, or the “right” outlet, but often struggle to or ignore 
the need to reach the very community whose story we are telling. It is a question that I 
will continue to revisit as I create or participate in new work, and a question that I will 
share with those that I collaborate with.  
 
COLLABORATION IS KING 
The second lesson that I walked away with is one that I agree with one hundred 
percent, but often overlook because of the extra steps it takes to accomplish. 
Collaboration is necessary to learn and grow in both your work and your relationships. 
You are not only going to learn about the work of others, you will learn about yourself 
and how you can get move forward with new goals. And, more often than not, your 
collaborators will support you in achieving those goals.  
 

DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  

 
WE ALL NEED COMMUNITY 
While at the Third Coast Conference, I met many talented, inspiring, and good-hearted 
individuals. Out of those, I met three producers that recently became new members to 
Listen Up, Los Angeles. Listen Up, Los Angeles is a professional group for LA-based 
audio/radio producers and storytellers that I had the great pleasure of forming through 
my connections at AIR. The new members expressed their fear of feeling alone in a big 
city like Los Angeles, but also expressed their excitement about the fact that there was 
already a network of support waiting for them when they arrived in LA. While 
freelancing in LA, I started Listen Up, Los Angeles out of my own need for community 
and support in my field of work. I look forward to welcoming these new members 
upon their return to Los Angeles and Listen Up, Los Angeles.  

 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  

A few recommendations for Third Coast based on my own experience: 
 
- Create an additional opportunity (before, during, after conference) to work with 

other new voice scholars – a collaborative project to share with others outside of 
program, a project, or continued discussion. 
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- Create a space for discussions with conference attendees, outside of meet-greets or 
parties. Perhaps, I should have used the cookie break for this? 

- Include a couple of hands-on workshops. Make us work! 
- Provide room block for New Voices Scholars. 

 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?  Do you have a renewed sense of 
commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn make you feel 
discouraged about the future? 

 
CONTINUE TO EXPLORE 
Third Coast has reignited my excitement for working with audio. I am encouraged to 
create without worrying too much about boundaries. I want to explore new ways of 
utilizing this medium and working with others. I know this has a lot to do with the 
diversity of work produced by the talented and amazing Third Coast Conference 
attendees. I thank them all. 
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Name: Anthony Martinez  
City/State: Chicago, IL  
Professional affiliation 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW. Be as specific as you can, and give us the good and the bad. 
 
One of the remarks I made (and heard made) most throughout the conference was just how 
unexpected and refreshing it felt to actually be enjoying a conference - especially an 
“industry conference”. There’s nothing quite like that feeling of being somewhere that you 
are absolutely, totally, 100% sure know you want to be. This comes around fairly 
infrequently in our lives and even more so in our professional lives. Where the conference 
succeeded most was in being something that feels like it was almost designed for each and 
every person individually – tailored to both their needs and interests. There’s just no way 
anyone attending Third Coast didn’t find at least three different activities that just 
screamed, “Must go!” It’s a true feat for any event to make you feel like it’s being put on 
just for you and you alone, and Third Coast managed to make me and many others feel 
this way day after day. 
 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain individuals that stand 
out in your mind? Things you heard? 
 
The number one impression I left the conference with was just how far radio’s come as a 
medium - and just how much further left it has to go. The ability to produce and distribute 
content is now easier than ever before, but how to make that content meaningful, 
sustainable, and relatable leaves plenty of room for discussion. This duality makes for a 
very interesting creative environment that’s fraught with as many potential pitfalls as it is 
full of powerful potential. However, having had the chance to meet so many other 
explorers of this new world during Third Coast, I now know a third element exists that 
makes the prospect of traversing such a landscape all the more easy to swallow: 
collaboration and support. Nearly every attendee I met was 100% genuine about their 
passion and dedication to radio, and knowing that so many people like that exist out there 
– all that ground left to cover as the medium grows and evolves should be a very pleasant 
ride. 
 
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON? AN ASSIGNMENT? A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION? 
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Organizing a New Voices cohort is one of the smartest things that the Third Coast 
conference does, in that it brings together folks whose motivation and desire to attend may 
arguably exceed that of your typical attendee. Therefore, putting them together is a catalyst 
for a great many number of unique things to happen. It was the members of this group that 
I feel I left the conference having the strongest connection to - and I already most certainly 
have, and will continue to, follow up with several New Voice scholars well into the future. 
In particular, I was very impressed with the work of Daniel Alarcon and Radio Ambulante. 
Their mission to bring the same high standard of audio storytelling we enjoy in English, to 
a population of Spanish speakers across the Americas, is one I highly acclaim. Being a 
resident of Chicago, a city which hosts a wide array of Latinos and their respective 
cultures, places me in an excellent position to potentially assist Radio Ambulante with their 
mission. I look forward to what the future holds for the program, and am eager to assist in 
its advancement in any way possible. 
 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM? 
My experience connecting with my fellow New Voices was such a highlight of the 
conference (especially Sunday’s session) that simply any more time AIR can provide for 
New Voices to share their stories and insights in a structured way would be tremendous. 
New Voice scholars seem to share a like mind when it comes to the myriad issues and 
topics of radio, public and community alike. Any time then when there’s a focused 
discussion, the quality of everyone’s input makes for one of the strongest and informative 
“sessions” of the entire weekend. In particular, conversations about accessibility, 
relatability, and representation in radio (especially in relations to people of color and 
youth) were some that need to extend beyond the New Voice bubble and spread among 
all conference goers. So, my recommendations are two-fold. First, increase the amount of 
time dedicated to organized discussion and/or exploration of topics for New Voice 
scholars exclusively, and second, challenge the rest of the conference goers to examine 
and evaluate their responsibilities and influence in the media environment they strive to 
leave a mark in. Essentially, take the same topics and conversation heard in our New 
Voices session out into the larger conference. They may be difficult conversations, but 
they’re important ones. 
 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK? Do you have a renewed sense of 
commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn make you feel 
discouraged about the future? 
 
Third Coast opened my eyes to so many aspects of the audio/radio scene/ industry that I 
was terribly sad to learn the festival only comes around every two years. Three days was 
simply not enough. For every new bit of information or knowledge you collect, another 
gap in your existing knowledge and understanding widens. All of this ebbing and flowing 
certainly had me taking a much more nuanced look at my own career aspirations. In some 
ways, my existing notions of what I wanted and where I was headed were challenged 
(making a living as an independent producer seems fairly impossible given my 
circumstances, to be frank) and in other ways I felt reinvigorated by ideas that stemmed 
from a very similar headspace to my own. As I rode the train home after the final day, I 
turned over so many thoughts in my head that it took weeks for them to be cataloged away 
in the recesses of my mind. Now there, though, each continues to serve as a point of 
inspiration, a counter-argument, or jumping off point for each and every decision I make 
going forward on my (hopefully long) journey across this crazy land of public media. 
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Name: Hyatt Michaels  
City/State: Brooklyn, NY 
Professional affiliation Independent  Filmmaker / Producer   
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW.   
I arrived in Evanston, IL and was immediately thrust into the world of radio during the 
Third Coast Speed Meet and Greet. I met independent producers and producers from 
varied programs/podcasts from around the country...no from all over the world actually! 
The weekend never slowed after that. Listening in on the workshops, and presentations 
were all inspiring. I applied for the New Voices Scholarship in hopes of gaining some 
insight into my own work - and was able to do just that with all the connections I made 
during the weekend.  
 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain individuals that stand 
out in your mind? Things you heard?   
 
I learned many things from the conference. There were practical things that served mostly 
as important reminders - e.g structuring stories, fundraising, etc. But larger discoveries as 
well. Perhaps the most influential part of the conference was meeting the New Voices. 
Nicole Campbell in particular. Here is this young woman (five years my junior) who sort of 
commanded a room when she spoke. Nicole and I share a common interest in making 
socially conscious work - and I quickly took notice to the sense of fearlessness in her 
speech during conversations from time to time. I think work like ours really needs that, and  
it's something I realized I failed at while discussing my varied projects. There should be no 
fear in expelling truths and untruths around issues of sexuality, class,  and race - injustice  
and ignorance still exists and  listening in on Nicole I realized I have been fearful...or 
simply not speaking loud enough. This occurred to me again during the Own Your Story 
lecture with Amy Costello, Ben Walker and Jesse Thorn - but in another way. The three 
presenters all focused on the need for commitment to a story. Between work and living it's 
easy to forget this while pursuing journalistic activities and art as somewhat of an extra-
curricular activity. Producing a story/news should not be extra-curricular, it demands full 
attention and intention in order to be executed properly.  
 
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
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I hope to connect with Desiree and Ade from the New Voices program in the future - as I 
plan to visit Washington D.C for a documentary project in the coming months. They both 
seemed keen in giving me direction while in the city. After the Own Your Story lecture, I 
spoke with Amy Costello who had suggestions for the same project and gave me contact 
information of people in New York City and Brooklyn. 
 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  
 
I really wish the New Voices could've gathered in one room sooner than we all did on the 
final day. I did feel most connected with the people I met in the room and it would have 
been nice if it happened on the first day to kick things off. The conference moved very fast, 
and there were several occasions I had to move myself for a breath to remember my place 
in such a homogenous crowd. The most important aim of Third Coast seems to be 
connecting media/radio producers with the most current news and advances in the 
medium - but another aspect of the festival seems to be networking for advancement. This 
isn’t surprising, it is a CONFERENCE after all. And these ARE reasons I wanted to attend 
Third Coast in the first place. But for some of us - not just new voices  - it would have been 
nice if Third Coast held an event for people of color and people from the LGBTQ 
community for producers to see themselves in the work being produced in radio right now.  
 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?  Do you have a renewed sense of 
commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn make you feel 
discouraged about the future?  
 
I have a renewed commitment and drive to creating work I care about and connecting with 
producers who’s work also focuses on social issues 
 
I did leave realizing that the seeds of media production began in radio for me. My first jobs 
were with Clear Channel in Michigan and later with a free form Radio Station in Ann Arbor 
called WCBN. During Ira Glass's speech he talked about the need for new voices as the 
shape of radio evolves, and leaving the conference I felt like one of those voices.  I also left 
with an interest in returning to radio, I'm not sure how possible this will be, but the 
thoughts were planted.  
 
Thank you so much for this opportunity - almost a month later, I still think about things I 
learned, conversations, and people I met that weekend.   
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Name: Annie Murphy 
City/State: Bowdoin, Maine  
Professional affiliation: Independent Producer/IRP/Radio Ambulante 
 

GENERAL OVERVIEW.  Be as specific as you can, and give us the good and the bad. 
The overall experience was even more dynamic than I’d hoped it’d be, and I found 
Third Coast to be an amazing place to listen, talk, ponder what radio’s about--and what 
I want my own work to look like as I move forward. Though I had many great 
conversations with folks apart from New Voices, New Voices was the highlight; I was 
able to have some of the most candid and thought-provoking chats with people within 
the group, perhaps because it was already a sort of subculture. I liked the overall flow 
of Third Coast, the variety of sessions, etc. I am not a particularly “network-y” person—
but somehow Third Coast managed to keep the tone simple and genuine enough that I 
most conversations felt authentic, and I came away confident that I’ll stay in touch with 
many people. Sessions I particularly liked: Kelly McEvers’s session on making radio 
when you have little to go on, often in tough situations… the pitch session… and of 
course New Voices.   

 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT 
YOU FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain individuals 
that stand out in your mind? Things you heard?   
 
In terms of individuals, I remember being impressed with Roman Mars. I really liked his 
attitude, which was not much of an attitude, but instead a practical, modest-yet-
confident approach to making radio and finding your own way to do it. Things I heard: 
the story of one fellow New Voice on how he came to the US years ago, and how he 
recently got US citizenship—that was a great tale, and I really liked that Third 
Coast/NV had created an environment in which sharing that story was not only 
possible, but felt natural. I drove this guy to the airport, and hearing his story in the car 
was one of the highlights for me—I’ve never been to a big conference with a tone that 
could encourage that sort of exchange after 3 days. It was also really wonderful to be 
able to hear feedback about Radio Ambulante, where I’m working as a consulting 
editor; to hear questions that people had, as well as what was appealing to them about 
the project. All in all: what influenced me most was seeing so many people doing so 
many different projects, in their own ways. It gave me renewed respect for my 
colleagues and friends, and their work, and renewed energy and confidence in the 
work I want to do solo and as a collaborator, as well as just lots of new ideas to 
ponder. 
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DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL 
POTENTIAL TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
 
I got to meet not one but three editors in person, all of whom I’d never gotten to meet 
before—and one of them I’ve worked with for almost four years. So that was great. I 
also got to talk to a couple people about assignments I’m currently working on for their 
programs, or will be working on in the coming months. I also got to touch base with 
Radio Ambulante colleagues, and to talk to a handful of people about potentially 
producing stories for us, which was exciting. And one night at dinner I got to have a 
long, meandering chat with an editor/colleague about potential collaborations for the 
program, as well as less formally—now it looks likely we’ll be starting a listening group 
in the Bay Area. There were a lot of people there I “knew” but had never met, or hadn’t 
been able to talk at length with, and I really enjoyed having a space for those 
relationships to open a bit. 

 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  
 
Keep supporting New Voices! I really think my fellow New Voices added so much to 
the mix, from professional and artistic experiences, to personal backgrounds, to age—it 
was AWESOME to have people of all ages there.  

 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?  Do you have a renewed sense of 
commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn make you feel 
discouraged about the future?  
 
Yes! The renewed energy I mentioned, for sure. I’ve been contemplating doing more 
domestic stories, and longer, more intimate pieces. Seeing and hearing what other 
people were doing was inspiring—and it also helped me see re-examine the sort of 
domestic pieces I want to do, looking at rural and working-class life from the inside, as 
someone from that community. So that’s the personal part... But in a bigger sense, as a 
friend/colleague/editor, at Third Coast I found myself wanting to find more ways to 
support the work of others. Like all the New Voices, I want radio to represent a broader 
spectrum of lives and perspectives, and I came away from Third Coast/NV with a 
renewed and more focused commitment to doing whatever I can to help make that 
happen. Discouraged about the future? No way. I’m starting to work as a lecturer at UC 
Berkeley’s J-School, and went there a few days after Third Coast to talk to new students 
interested in radio—and I had nothing but enthusiasm and new ideas to share with 
them. So much of that had to do with Third Coast and New Voices. 
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Name: Adé Oni 
City/State: Washington, DC 
Professional affiliation: Bread for the City 
 
Greetings, AIR Team. 
 
My Third Coast Conference experience began and ended on similar notes--positive.  I am 
grateful to your team for offering the New Voice Scholars and me the monetary support to 
attend this conference and the opportunity to build meaningful networks within the public 
radio community.  It was an eye-opening and nourishing experience.  I am excited to share 
my feedback as a New Voice.   
 
As a self-taught audio producer and sprouting media educator I was thrilled to share space 
with folks who equally enjoyed geeking out about radio, forms of storytelling, and how to 
connect with people by sharing your voice. However, I believe that the conference should 
have been at least one day longer.  In essence, the conference was 1 day long, which I did 
not feel is nearly enough time to digest and reflect on the content being shared in a 
collective way. There was no strong sense of togetherness, one could observe that many 
folks there were there for their own forward movement.  It felt more like folks were on a 
mission to further their career rather than contribute to building a healthy public radio and 
audio art culture.  Had the conference been 3 days long, perhaps folks would have felt like 
they could connect on a tighter, deeper level.  
 
Despite the short length, I was pleased by the connections I did establish. People were 
generally very social, approachable, and excited to collaborate, learn, and celebrate 
together.  Some of my shortest conversations ended with someone offering to help me 
apply for an arts grant to flesh out a project idea I had, or after a short conversation about 
interests, someone asking me to share some of my sound experiments to be broadcast on 
their radio show.  Everyone had some valuable information to share about opportunities, 
ideas, advice; it was all about figuring out how to tap into it.   
 
There was an overwhelming sense of genuine interest in helping one another succeed in 
this field—because there is enough room for us all to do so. However, I believe that the 
conference was too short for those interests to be fully addressed to begin the groundwork 
for starting a new project.  This is where I want to encourage the conference to be more 
vocal about encouraging people to “un-conference.”  It would have been meaningful to 
designate alternative spaces for skill practice and for people to convene and reflect what 
they are learning.  I would have liked to see more opportunities to share technical audio 
skills because my interest in this field is rooted in sound artistry and audio engineering.  
Although the Hindenburg Systems were present, the software they were offering was highly 
geared toward journalist needs.  The thick emphasis on journalism (which is not 
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synonymous with storytelling) left me feeling somewhat isolated.  I believe that had there 
been a designated practice space for folks to go and learn a new production skill then, 
people may have left the conference feeling a bit more connected to each other in addition 
to the field.     
 
Nonetheless, I felt inspired, reassured, respected.  I was reminded of the power of not only 
D.I.Y (Do.It.Yourself) but also D.I.T (Do It Together).  My favorite sessions, Own Your 
Thing, The Chemistry of Sound, and How to Tell the Funky Story, all emphasized the 
importance of simply sharing your ideas.  How can a seed ever grow if it is not watered 
and shed with sun? Sharing my imagination with people has been very empowering. 
 
My next recommendation is that AIR offer New Voices free gear! A t-Shirt, a book bag, a 
hat, something that serves as memorabilia of our experience with AIR which will also serve 
as a chance for you to spread your brand after we’ve left back to our various cities.  
Additionally, because many of the New Voices were young voices, I would have 
appreciated if your team offered us some resources for finding work or other opportunities 
in public radio and audio production.  
 
Finally, as I reflect on the intentions I set out to accomplish at this Third Coast Conference, 
I am happy to see that I succeeded in acknowledging all of them.  I said: 
 
I am excited to learn more about the work of media producers of color and how I can grow 
within that community. 
 
The Third Coast Conference lacked a strong sense of diversity in regards to race, gender, 
and content.   But this characteristic is not endemic to Third Coast. I believe that public 
media in the U.S struggles with a strong sense of diversity on all fronts and Third Coast 
represented a microcosm of that.  Despite that observation, I did connect with the “others” 
(non-white; queer; sound artists) of the conference who were also committed to building a 
stronger voice of diversity within public radio and audio production.      
 
I also said: 
 
 I want to take some healthy connections (of all backgrounds) home to Washington D.C to 
continue building and exploring the limitless possibilities within and around audio 
storytelling. 
 
I surely did make some wonderful, like-minded connections with folks in my city and not 
far from my city. Many of my connections came out of the New Voices cohort.  I am 
already working on an audio story of my trip to Chicago and back with the friend I traveled 
to the conference with.  This will be my first attempt at sonically personifying a travel 
experience and I am excited to see the outcome, which I will surely share.  
 
I feel deeply inspired by this experience. It was a reminder that there is plenty of space in 
public radio and audio art to create and develop a style that resonates with people and 
connects experiences. This has influenced my method of work and how I approach and 
fall into my creation processes.   
 
This conference had me feeling informed, challenged, creative, and connected. I left 
having made connections with people who are interested in being supportive of my ideas 
and with people that truly wanted to collaborate.  Thank You. 
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Name: Sayre Quevedo 
City/State: Oakland, California 
Professional affiliation: Youth Radio 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW.  Be as specific as you can, and give us the good and the 
bad. 
 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT 
YOU FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain 
individuals that stand out in your mind? Things you heard?   
 
One of the strongest impressions I was left with after leaving Third Coast was a 
feeling of a found community: artists and activists who see audio as not only a 
creative outlet but a tool for change.  
 
The most important lesson I learned at Third Coast was that as a field public media 
is about learning and aiding others in the creative process. I’ve never worked in an 
industry in which people are so willing and able to connect and share with each 
other. In other words, sharing is the golden rule. People are interested in hearing 
views that differ from theirs. They want to learn and change the ways stories are 
told just as much as you do. I came away from Third Coast knowing that my 
opinions were equally as important as those who have been working in public 
media for decades.  
 
Something that stuck with me the most was on the last day during Jad Abumrad’s 
talk. When he spoke about the importance of constantly feeling like a beginner 
while doing a project I nearly leaped out of my seat. I constantly struggle with this 
feeling, not only because I AM fairly new to public radio but because as I begin to 
work on my own independent projects it’s something I thought I should be fighting. 
I think it’s a feeling most people just entering public media have and I’m glad he 
told us to embrace it. I think it encapsulated what made Third Coast such a great 
experience for me, to see that we all are beginners in some senses and experts in 
others, which makes all of valuable to each other.  
 
 
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT 
TO FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL 
POTENTIAL TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
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I met too many folks too even start listing. Beyond making professional connections 
or meeting collaborators I feel I made an even more important connection with 
many people, I met mentors. Just in the weekend I was at Third Coast I learned so 
much but I know that knowledge doesn’t mean much unless it’s applied to my 
work, questioned, and developed with the help of those who are already 
established or are establishing themselves in the field. 
 
Of all the connections I made though, I felt the most valuable were those I made as 
a result of this scholarship. The relationships I started with those who are also 
beginning their careers will continue to guide me as I get older and hearing their 
experiences and opinions help clarify my own purpose within my work.  
 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN 
HOW THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE 
NEW VOICES PROGRAM?  
 
Overall the experience was great but one of the most important conversations I had 
was the one I had in a group with other New Voices on the last day of the 
conference. The conversation was about diversifying the airwaves. The 
establishment of the New Voices scholarship is a start but I think the conversation 
we had needs to leave that room. A movement towards making public media more 
public was something we all agreed on but does the conversation matter if it’s 
behind closed doors? Does it matter if it’s a conversation held among those who 
already agree? 
 
I think the greatest improvement that could be made to Third Coast is to make sure 
those conversations happen beyond the lunch table or among New Voices. I 
suggest making it one of the panels or discussions at the festival, bringing together 
non-profits, organizations, or radio stations that are working to bring those voices 
to the forefront and have them guide others in their own work to solve that 
problem.  
 
I know it’s an issue that has been brought up before but I think it’s worth 
continuing to pursue ways to tackle it on a wider scale, not only those affected by it 
but also by those who can make a larger impact.  
 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?  Do you have a renewed 
sense of commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn 
make you feel discouraged about the future?  
 
Third Coast just made me more sure I need to double my efforts when it comes to 
my own work. After meeting so many innovative producers and reporters I felt the 
need to think beyond the confines of the set radio format and look at my work as 
something that could expand both in style and substance but also in purpose. 
 
One of the most important lessons I took with me was that radio doesn’t and 
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shouldn’t exist in a bubble. If I want my radio to change the world, the world needs 
to be just as much as the involved in the work as I am. I look at projects like 
Localore and remember that creative public media is about changing the context in 
which it is created, telling stories but also changing the lives of those who tell 
them. 
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Name: Jackie Sojico 
City/state: Lincoln, NE 
Professional affiliation: Independent Producer 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW 
 
I was really surprised how generous everyone was with their time and experience, from 
independents just starting out to established reporters who have been in radio for years. 
Everyone I talked to was very frank about their own experiences and were happy to answer 
questions or give advice if asked. It gave me an immediate sense of community that I've 
definitely been missing since I've moved to an area with relatively small presence. I loved 
that there was time set aside for New Voices to meet and just chat in an informal setting on 
the first night of the conference. It helped me feel at ease with the other New Voices, 
especially because I didn't feel like I had to be in “networking-mode” right away. And 
even when I was actually networking, it didn't feel like networking per se. It felt more like 
meeting with old friends, especially because so many names were familiar to me either 
from emails or hearing their work. I'm excited to be part of a community that is both 
welcoming and open about the good and bad things about radio. Something that 
impressed me was the way that people were eager to talk and debate just as much in 
person as they did in email.  
 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME?  
 
I think the generosity of the radio community left the biggest impression on me. Knowing 
that there is a community of people or a producer to turn to for advice or support is 
especially important for me as someone just starting out as an independent. I think there's 
a sense of honesty, or at least a striving for honesty, among radio producers that makes 
radio being made right now so interesting. The three presenters that stood out for me were 
Robert Smith, Jad Abumrad, and Kelly McBride. Robert Smith's presentation on filing 
stories gave me a better sense of what daily reporting is like. I think I may have biased 
myself against daily reporting coming to radio from Salt and StoryCorps, and Robert’s 
presentation made me realize that daily reporting isn’t objectively worse, or less interesting 
than documentary radio. I really appreciated Jad's points about the difficulties of growing 
as a producer. Kelly's session on ethics helped remind me of my purpose as a producer — 
something that's easy to forget when you're caught up in the daily grind of work. Kelly's 
questioning whose story it really is that you're telling helped me think about the question 
of engagement and access that were brought up during our second New Voices meeting. 
Producing stories about communities that aren’t typically present in media without taking 
away that community’s ownership of their story is a balance that is sometimes difficult to 
hit, but is absolutely necessary to expanding the scope and audience of public radio.   
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DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
 
Third Coast was the first time I specifically talked about doing science journalism, and I 
was thrilled to meet other producers who were already in that field or who were interested 
in doing similar work. Putting my interest out there immediately opened up avenues of 
conversations among producers I met at the AIR Speed Meet and among my fellow New 
Voices scholars. The opportunity to build a list of potential collaborators has encouraged 
me to pursue the stories I care about. I also learned about the STEM Media Challenge at 
Third Coast and have been in touch with producers involved with that project. I'm hoping 
to continue to build these relationships and collaborate on work in the future.   
 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM? 
 
I would love to have a session specifically on freelancing as an independent producer, 
something like the pitch panel but focused on I had a lot of great conversations in between 
sessions with other independent producers, but I'd love to be able attend a formal 
discussion with a panel of folks who are either current or former freelancers, 
representatives from different shows/stations, museums, non-profits, or other institutions an 
audio producer might find work, to talk about pay rates and if it's possible to make a living 
entirely off freelancing. I've been excited to see a conversation about this unfolding on 
AIR's listserv, and I think it would be a valuable addition to future discussions at Third 
Coast.  
 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?   
 
Third Coast definitely gave me a sense of perspective and re-energized me as an 
independent producer.  Those conversations with my peers validated my own experiences 
as a freelancer. I feel like in choosing to be an independent producer, there's a lack of a 
defined set of steps in beginning your career, unlike a lot of other jobs. And while it does 
provide a lot of freedom, I have struggled with how to continue doing the work I want to 
do.. Being able to make new contacts and reconnecting with friends and colleagues at 
Third Coast has given me the tools to figure out how to continue in a freelance career 
while also helping me to form a more realistic expectation of this particular path. Just being 
among nearly five hundred producers also reminded me of why I was and am still excited 
to do radio.  
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Name: Rob Stanley 
City/State: Anchorage, AK 
Professional affiliation: Alaska Teen Media Institute 
  
  
GENERAL OVERVIEW 
 
The Third Coast International Audio Festival Conference was one of the greatest 
experiences of my life. It was a wonderful opportunity to go to a new place, to meet new 
people, and to be a New Voice.  At 16 years old, I’m still searching for the right college to 
go to, and the Northwestern campus was pretty awesome. The people at the conference 
were incredibly inspiring. The Speed Meet was one of my favorite things, and I felt like I’d 
grown out of my little kid pants when I was giving out and receiving business cards. I met 
quite a few people with sound advice, sound as in “good,” and sound as in “having to do 
with sound.” Some of the people I met will hopefully be lifelong friends and associates. 
The breakfasts at the Orrington were also tons of fun, just being around all those creative 
people, hearing about the happenings was a great experience in itself. 
  
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME?  
 
The Kickstarter session with Roman Mars and Stephanie Pereira influenced me greatly. It 
got me thinking more and more about what I could do as a producer, and how to 
potentially fund it. Paolo Pietropaolo’s “AuRa” talk was my favorite out of the ones I went 
to. I learned the differences between audio and radio, and also that I am an audio 
producer. Radio Producers are form Venus, Photographers are from Mars was another 
favorite. As a photo/cinematographer, I always wanted to figure out ways to incorporate 
radio stories with my visual projects. Hearing from Maisie Crow and Jesse Dukes was 
inspiring, and gave me tons and tons and tons of new information, as well as new ideas, to 
keep my creative juices flowing. I’ve been trying to figure put how to incorporate 
seemingly foreign medias into a cohesive project, and this session was perfect! Ira Glass’ 
introduction was perhaps the most inspiring thing of all, empowering everyone in the room 
with his “we are legion” speech. It got crazy weird with Jad Abumrad’s exit, everyone 
singing and making a little music. I enjoyed it greatly, and the kind of party atmosphere 
with a little learning summed up the conference as a whole wonderfully. 
  
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
 
Not many, seeing as I just hung out with people I knew, but I do plan on reaching out to 
some of the people I met for advice on whatever endeavors are to come. There was lots of 
great talent and knowledge to be accessed at Third Coast, and I will be using that to my 
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full advantage. I’ve been tasked to do a recap of the conference by the Alaska Teen Media 
Institute, which will hopefully be recorded so I can send it to the people of AIR! Sayre 
Quevedo said that he wanted a photographer to collaborate with, and it’d be cool if I 
could head down to Oakland sometime to help him out with that. 
  
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM? 
 
I think that you should give all the producers an opportunity to talk like the New Voices 
did. In addition to the Speed Meet, there should be a Slower Meet, where people can take 
10-15 minutes to talk in groups about radio happenings. Even just chat casually, with a 
topic thrown out from a moderator. Giving the festivalgoers time to go to every session 
would also be a good idea. There were a few talks that I would have liked to have gone to, 
but three sessions each time slot, and only getting to go to a total of two, left room for a 
couple sessions I wished I was able to go to. That detracted only very slightly from the 
overall experience, however. The only other criticism would be not enough time spent at 
the conference itself. While it might not be possible, a week long Third Coast would be so 
rad. 
  
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?   
 
Third Coast made me want to move more from live radio, into pre-recorded stories, and 
podcasting. That does not mean, however, that I won’t be doing live radio. I will continue 
to work on production of the Alaska Teen Media Institute’s In Other News segment. Third 
Coast has also influenced me in the area of multimedia. I have been inspired to shove all 
kinds of media together. Recording field sounds (thanks to ARTE Radio), use of video and 
photos, and recording my own music to use.  The kind of media that is diverse and varied 
is, in my opinion, the best kind. The direction of my career has been altered in the best 
way; Third Coast has inspired me to pursue radio as a full time career, and I am thinking 
strongly about heading to college for journalism, perhaps even at U Northwestern...I look 
forward to the future, and to the potential career in radio, and all of the new people I may 
meet.  
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Name: NiKo Summers 
City/State: San Francisco, CA 
Professional affiliation: OutLoud Radio 
  
GENERAL OVERVIEW.  Be as specific as you can, and give us the good and the bad. 
 
The 3rd annual public media conference was like a radio/podcast convention, you had 
workshops, tables and one on one advice and tips which was great and very helpful for 
those looking to improve their techniques and skill level.  There was also free food and 
snacks available which was good.  In the morning breakfast would be held as well as the 
welcome ceremony and a 30 second explanation of each workshop throughout the 2 days.  
The days consisted of various workshops, which you would have to choose from because 
many would be held at the same time.  My personal favorite was the workshops called 
Audio producers are from Venus and Photographers are from Mars.  This was one of my 
favorites because it was about how to work with multi media collaboration, it was 
interesting me because I am a photographer as well as an independent producer and I 
wanted to increase my knowledge with working and collaborating in both mediums. 
 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain individuals that stand 
out in your mind? Things you heard?   
The top lessons I carried away with from the conference was from the workshop I took 
called: audio producers are from Venus photographers are from mars 
You can use what you know: these are some notes I took at the conference in one of my 
workshops. 
The use of video and photographs in audio is important to bring to the audience so choose 
your pictures wisely. 
Visualization with text, sound, moving and still pictures should be something you are 
aware of and decide to edit. 
Voice over of film 
All original music 
Documentary style or cinema style what do you want to show? 
The news is something to pay attention to/ 
Voice over of still images subtitles in English language difference  
Working class is interesting!! Rich and famous isn’t always the case 
Pay attention to your close ups. 
 
A roll & B roll: 
A roll interviews the subject and does headshot and voice 
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B roll is just voice 
Lighting, contrast, back lighting etc… 
What fits will work 
Natural light 
Realize that audio is more important than visual (don’t let the sound of the room be 
shattered by the visual of the room) 
Q: How do you define multi media and film documentary? 
A: Visual story telling 50% still and 50% moving film  
Physical interaction can say more than words 
 
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
 
I took away with this the motivation to do a piece about my family.  Over Thanksgiving 
break I will take pictures of my family in their hometown in their home and have them 
record their stories of growing up and living the way they did.  My goal is to capture the 
sense of them growing up with the economy going up and down.  I want to capture how 
they grew along with their country and the differences and shifts in how things are now.  
My uncle is a great story-teller but all his story are true which will make this like a journal 
or a documentary along with photos, while, before and after he is telling his story. I will 
not tell him what story I want him to tell it will be something him and the rest of the people 
in my family I choose to do portraits with will have to choose for themselves.  The pieces 
that I will photograph will then be blown up large-scale 20x30 and the audio will be 
played behind the pictures with the speakers on the side. 
 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  
 
I honestly do not have anything to say regarding improvements, I think everything went 
very smoothly and the organization is very generous. 
   
 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?  Do you have a renewed sense of 
commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn make you feel 
discouraged about the future?  
 
Yes definitely! I think that going to the conference will influence my work in every way, 
the thing that the conference did was convince me to use some sort of audio in EACH of 
my pieces of work from now in, incorporating this in my work will only help make it 
stronger, it is not overwhelming the audience it is actually giving them more information so 
they can come up with their own views on the matter of the artwork.  I also think that the 
festival helped me see how important public media is in our society, that people need to 
learn more about it to really get the significance and impact it makes.  I think that what 
helps me understand why its important is how it made me feel after listening to multiple 
different podcasts and speakers. 
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Name: Angela Tucker 
City/State: Brooklyn, NY 
Professional affiliation: Mediamaker 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW.  Be as specific as you can, and give us the good and the bad. 
 
I was interested in experiencing the public radio world. I am someone who truly follows 
the inspiration and, as a documentary filmmaker, have many ideas for topics that work 
both as video and as audio. After my experience on the grants panel for Localore, I started 
to broaden my ideas of what people are doing in the public radio space. For the first time, I 
imagined that there may be a space for me.  
 
Attending Third Coast was extremely informative for me. I was able to learn about different 
radio programs and podcasts for me to broaden my understanding of what public radio is. I 
also learned about ways that radio producers are getting their works distributed both by 
larger, more “mainstream” radio shows and by independent media makers. 
 
My absolute favorite part of the festival was meeting so many new people, especially 
colleagues that were so young. I am 37 years old, definitely one of the oldest new voices. I 
had a 21 roommate who I learned so much from. I truly saw that as producers, we are all 
equal, working to tell important stories.  
 
Socializing at parties, diner, etc was the way I met people. I was able to gain a better sense 
of the radio landscape just by chatting with people and talking about my own work. 
 
I also loved the speech by Jad Abrurad from RadioLab. He was an incredibly inspiring way 
to end the conference. Having someone speak about inspiration was a nice way to end the 
festival.  
 
WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME? Were their certain individuals that stand 
out in your mind? Things you heard?   
 
I was really struck by the parallels between media and radio especially in terms of 
distribution. I attended a distribution panel that featured Roman Mars from 99% Invisible 
as well as other season producers. On a basic distribution level, I was unaware of the 
success of podcasts, though I listen to several of them. I had no real sense of how to 
monetize that. I feel closer to understanding that now. The main parallel with media is the 
ongoing trend of self-distribution. Gone is the need for larger, mainstream gatekeepers. 
Still, I am not 100% sure that this will create a viable income that people can live in.  
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I was really struck by how passionate people were about their work. Love of the format 
and a passion for the people they meet with are the big things that bind radio producers. I 
found it incredibly inspiring. 
 
 
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  
 
I met many interesting people that might create partnerships. There were two women from 
South Africa who I had a long conversation with about my web series, Black Folk Don’t. I 
am filming somewhere in Africa and was unsure where to film. After taking to them, I 
thought that South Africa was a great option. We will be in touch about the options there. I 
also met up with some people that I know from documentaries. It was interesting to talk 
with them. We did have some conversations about ways to work together in the future. 
 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  
 
The only negative aspect is a bit complex. The new voices fellowship was created to bring 
diversity to the conference. That makes sense and is important. However, Third Coast lacks 
in diversity to such a degree that you really feel like you stand out. People assume you are 
a new voices immediately before they even talk to you. It reminded me of my experience 
going to a New York City private school as one of a few black students and having every 
one treat you differently because they knew you were a scholarship kid. It was a bit weird 
and other new voices mentioned it to me as well. I don’t really have a solution but I 
wanted to state it clearly. 
 
I loved the session that all of the New Voices people did together. It was wonderful to be 
in a space where people can be candid about their loves, work, etc. I thought the timing of 
it was great. I would’ve loved to have seen/ heard more of the other New Voices’ work.  
 
The award ceremony is great, fun and inspiring but it was strange how many of the same 
shows won awards. I wasn’t sure if that was supposed to feel inspiring or what. It made it 
feel as if you don’t have those kinds of credentials, that would won’t have your considered.  
 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?  Do you have a renewed sense of 
commitment? Will you pursue a new direction? Did something you learn make you feel 
discouraged about the future?  
 
I have some radio stories that I have been brewing but I didn’t feel like I had the tools or 
infratucture to create them. I know feel as if I have a community of people to discuss these 
ideas with. 
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Name: Jorge Valencia 
City/State: Chapel Hill, N.C. 
Professional affiliation: Associate Producer, The Story from APM and WUNC 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW.   

 
My trip to this year’s Third International Audio Festival started a year before it 
happened, when I applied to work on the radio program The Story. I’d studied news 
writing and had reported for newspapers for about five years, and had been covering 
crime and general news at a small newspaper in Southwest Virginia called the Roanoke 
Times.  
 
I would spend my days speaking with people in the police and fire departments, and 
knocking on doors of people to ask about how they were getting screwed over by their 
landlords or the police department. I would often spend my nights with other young 
reporters, deconstructing the articles we’d written, and theorizing about how we would 
continue reporting news 20 and 30 years down the road even though our employer – 
and newspapers in general – was doomed in the much more imminent future.  
 
During those years, I started falling in love with radio journalism, whether it was in its 
shortest form (as a news summary) or in its long form (as an hour-long interview or 
documentary). So I pursued multiple venues to learn how to apply the reporting tools I 
used in a newspaper on the radio, and after failed attempts elsewhere, I succeeded 
when I got hired in February of this year to produce for North Carolina Public Radio’s 
The Story, a daily radio program of in-depth interviews with anyone who has a 
remarkable story to tell. 
 
This is a long way to say that when I was awarded AIR’s scholarship for Third Coast, I 
was looking forward to meeting people who (a) would be interested in analyzing the 
news process and/ or (b) could help me continue learning about the intricate and often 
subtle tools for producing world-class radio. When I got to Northwestern University’s 
campus the first day of the conference, I quickly realized I was in the right place – and 
also in the wrong place. 
 
I was in the wrong place, I realized, because a conference such as Third Coast attracts 
people who care deeply about the artistic instruments used to make a flawlessly crafted 
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audio piece that can have an emotional impact on the listener. In other words, it 
attracts many people who are interested in making audio as art. As I realized, people 
who dedicate themselves to that genre, make crucial contributions to the mainstream 
of public media; elements of audio as art have become important in soundscaping for 
some of public radio’s shows, including Radiolab, Snap Judgement and 99 % Invisible. 
This bored me, though, because I’m not as interested in the presentation of the product 
as I am in its substance.  
 
I was very frustrated when I started getting the perception that many of the artists I was 
meeting were so absorbed by their work, that they didn’t care at all about the world 
beyond them. And I could be wrong, but I’m speaking about specific people whom I 
met during the scheduled social time of the conference, and who were interested only 
in speaking about themselves, instead of about what kind of change they could effect 
with their work, or what kind of people’s stories they’re interested in learning about 
and then sharing. I am sure that audio artists make beautiful work, but I was not 
interested in swimming in it. Being surrounded by so many audio artists was too much 
of a sweet thing, like eating a fist-full of pixie sticks in a single sitting. This was really 
frustrating and irritating because, I confess, I saw some of my own narcissistic 
tendencies reflected in them.  
 
The people with whom I best connected happened to be some of my fellow New 
Voice scholars. These were people who were interested in not only producing great 
work, but in telling stories that would help better the narrative of a person’s life, or of a 
community’s story, or of the country’s story. I’m speaking specifically about Nicole 
Campbell (who happens to also work for North Carolina Public Radio, but I’d met only 
in briefly) because she pointed out that, broadly speaking, minorities consume little 
public radio, likely because they do not see themselves reflected fairly in it. I’m 
speaking specifically about Jasmin Lopez, who started a listening group in Los Angeles 
and works with young people to teach them how to produce media professionally. And 
I am especially speaking about Daniel Alarcon, a novelist who, with little radio 
experience, started his own Spanish-language documentary program because he 
realized no such thing existed in Latin America – and because he wanted to hear a 
show that showed the continent’s diversity. (There are others who very much inspired 
me, but I’ll stop at these three.)  
 
So I didn’t have a single conversation about the economics and sustainability of 
journalism, but I did come to several realizations about how point of view elementally 
affects what type news or documentaries an organization makes. And while I can’t 
make radical changes to the organization where I work now, I can make changes in the 
way that I do my own work, and when I do have the opportunity to steer an 
organization, I will do so with the goal of reflecting fairly and accurately our country’s 
diversity. 

 
 

WHAT ARE THE TOP LESSONS, OR IMPRESSIONS YOU CARRIED AWAY THAT YOU 
FEEL WILL MOST INFLUENCE YOU OVER TIME?  

 
In Glynn Washington’s presentation, I learned how certain types of stories are better 
suited for a stage performance than for the radio. I also learned that it’s possible to tell 
radio stories in a dramatic tone while keeping one’s own voice (instead of evoking Ira 
Glass’ fantastic yet over-imitated voice). 
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In Robert Smith’s presentation, I learned how a reporter can give story-telling 
momentum to a spot news feature.  
In Roman Mars’ presentation, I learned that with patience and perseverance, it is 
possible to start your own show. And that if you keep on trying, you might even be 
good at it. 

 
DID YOU ESTABLISH ANY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS THAT YOU EXPECT TO 
FOLLOW UP ON?  AN ASSIGNMENT?  A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS REAL POTENTIAL 
TO EVOLVE INTO A PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION?  

 
Yes. I am preparing a pitch for Daniel Alarcon’s Radio Ambulante about a German 
woman whose plane was zapped by lightning over the Peruvian Amazon. If Radio 
Ambulante doesn’t take that pitch, I’ll keep on pitching other stories until they take 
one. 
 
I also met Marketplace’s John Haas, and he sent me his pitching and reporting guide. I 
plan on making pitches to him in the first quarter of next year.  

 
DO YOU HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AIR OR FOR THIRD COAST IN HOW 
THEY MIGHT MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FESTIVAL OR TO THE NEW VOICES 
PROGRAM?  

 
Not right now. As a veteran of the journalism conference circuit (The NAHJ 
Conference, the UNITY Conference, the IRE-NICAR Conference, the now-defunct 
Nieman Narrative Conference), I very much appreciated the scheduled informal time 
that allowed for conversations with presenters and fellow attendees. I also appreciated 
that some of the workshops were given multiple times, which allowed me to visit on 
the second day some that I missed on the first.  
 
At AIR, I would like to thank Sue, Erin and Luis 1,000 times for picking me and my 
fellow scholars for the scholarship, and for organizing and attending multiple activities 
during the conference. The listserv, and the two group meetings (the informal one on 
Friday afternoon, and the formal one on Sunday morning) allowed me to meet and 
connect with many of the remarkable scholars you chose. Thank you so very much.  

 
DO YOU FEEL YOUR EXPERIENCE AT THIRD COAST WILL INFLUENCE THE 
DIRECTION OF YOUR CAREER OR YOUR WORK?   

 
Yes. Big time. I want to be a great journalist so that my work can maybe help someone 
– even it’s just one person. 

 


